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Storm response demonstrates how a student-designed seaperch ROV can be adapted
into a real-world solution. This proposal highlights the potential of underwater

robotics to improve safety and support communities after severe storms.
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background &
Rationale

After severe storms, flooding
creates dangerous conditions in
communities.

Water can hide:
 sharp debris
 blocked drainage systems
 submerged obstacles

These hidden hazards make it unsafe
for people to enter flooded areas
without first inspecting the water.

Because our team is from Florida,
where flooding occurs often, we
were motivated to explore how a
SeaPerch ROV could be adapted to
help solve this problem by
providing a safer and more efficient
way to assess underwater
conditions.

proposed
approach

Storm response rov is a
proposed SeaPerch ROV design
aimed at improving safety and
efficiency during post-storm
recovery. This concept
focuses on using underwater
robotics to inspect flooded
areas, identify hazards, and
support decision-making
without putting people at
risk.

Our goal is to design an ROV
that can operate in low-
visibility floodwater and
provide real-time visual
feedback to responders.

“a smarter, safer way to see below the flood”

designing Storm response using a
lightweight PVC frame similar to a
standard SeaPerch ROV, with
modifications to support storm
response.

Key design elements would include:
Thrusters and propellers for
controlled movement
Pool noodles for buoyancy and
balance
A front-facing camera for real-
time viewing
A flood light to improve
visibility in murky water

This approach focuses on creating
a simple, cost-effective design
that can be easily adapted for
real-world use.

Floodwater is often dark and
difficult to see through, which
limits visibility and increases risk.
A standard ROV design may not be
effective without modifications.

We propose adding:
a camera for observation
a flood light to improve visibility

These features would allow the
ROV to:

identify underwater hazards
inspect blocked drainage areas
navigate low-visibility
environments

This design is based on the idea that
visibility and stability are the most
critical factors in flood inspection.
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nexts steps
To further develop Storm
response, our next steps would
include:

building and testing the
prototype
evaluating performance in
low-visibility water
improving lighting and camera
quality
exploring the addition of
sensors
designing attachments for
debris interaction

If developed, Storm
response could support:

emergency responders
local communities
flood recovery
efforts

By providing a safer way
to inspect flooded
areas, this concept has
the potential to reduce
risk and improve
response time.
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